
AGREEMENT 
 

BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

AND THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

ON THE PRIVILEGES, EXEMPTIONS AND IMMUNITIES 
OF THE ORGANISATION IN CANADA 

 
 
 
 

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA, of the one part;  
 
and 
 
THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
(hereinafter called the "Organisation"), of the other part; 
 
 
CONSIDERING Supplementary Protocol No. 2 to the Convention on the Organisation signed 
at Paris on 14th December, 1960, and, in particular, paragraph (b) thereof: 
 
HAVE AGREED as follows: 
 
 
 
 

Article 1 
 
 
            The Organisation shall possess juridical personality. It shall have the capacity: 
 
 (i)    to conclude contracts; 
 
 (ii)   to acquire and dispose of movable and immovable property; 
 
 (iii)  to institute legal proceedings. 
 
 

Article 2 
 
 



 The Organisation shall enjoy in Canada the immunities, exemptions and privileges 
defined in Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 of Supplementary Protocol No. 1 to the Convention for 
European Economic Co-operation of 16th April, 1948 (hereinafter called the "Protocol"). 
 
 

Article 3 
 
 

(a)   Representatives of Members to the organs of the Organisation shall, while exercising 
their functions and during their journey to and from the place of meeting, enjoy in 
Canada the following privileges, immunities and facilities: 

 
 (i) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from the seizure of their 

personal baggage and, in respect of all things done by them in their capacity as 
representatives (including words spoken or written), immunity from legal 
process of every kind; 

 
 (ii)   inviolability for all papers and documents; 
 
 (iii) exemption in respect of themselves and their spouses from immigration 

restrictions, alien registration or national service obligations in the countries 
they are visiting or through which they are passing in the exercise of their 
functions; 

 
 (iv) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange regulations as are 

accorded  the representatives of foreign Governments on temporary official 
missions; 

 
 (v) the same immunities and facilities with regard to their personal baggage as are 

accorded to diplomatic envoys; 
 
 (vi) such other privileges, immunities and facilities, not inconsistent with the 

foregoing, as diplomatic envoys enjoy, except that they shall have no right to 
claim exemptions from customs duties on goods imported (otherwise than as 
part of their personal baggage) or from excise duties or sales taxes. 

 
    (b)  The provisions of paragraph (a) are not applicable to a representative of Canada or to a 

Canadian citizen. 
 

  (c)  In this Article the expression "representative" shall be deemed to include Ministers 
attending meetings of the Council, Permanent Representatives, their deputies, the 
members of permanent delegations and other representatives of Members on the organs 
of the Organisation. 

 
 

Article 4 
 
 



(a) The officials of the Organisation, whose names are included in the categories specified 
by the Secretary-General in application of Article 13 of the Protocol and communicated 
periodically to Members, shall enjoy in Canada the privileges, immunities and 
exemptions specified in Article 14 of the Protocol. 

 
(b)    The Secretary-General shall, in respect of himself, his spouse and children under the age 

of 21, be accorded in Canada the privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities 
accorded to heads of diplomatic missions in conformity with international law. 

 
(c)  The Deputy Secretaries-General shall enjoy in Canada the privileges, immunities,   

exemptions and facilities accorded by Canada to diplomatic representatives of 
comparable rank. 

 
 

Article 5 
 
 
 Experts, other than officials of the Organisation, within the meaning of Article 4, 
performing missions for the Organisation shall be accorded in Canada the privileges, 
immunities and facilities provided for in Article 18 of the Protocol, which are necessary for the 
independent exercise of their functions during the entire period of their missions, including the 
time spent on journeys in connection with their missions. 
 
 

Article 6 
 
 
 Privileges, immunities and facilities are granted to officials and experts in the interest 
of the Organisation and not for the personal benefit of the individuals concerned. 
 
 

Article 7 
 
 
 The Government of Canada and the Organisation may conclude supplementary 
agreements adjusting the provisions of the present Agreement.  
 
 

Article 8 
 
 
(a)        The present Agreement shall be subject to ratification by the Government of Canada. 
 
(b) It shall come into force on the date when the Instrument of Ratification is deposited by 

the Government of Canada with the Secretary-General of the Organisation. 
 
 
 



IN FAITH WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorised to that effect, have appended 
their signature to the present Agreement. 
 
DONE in Paris this eighteenth day of October, Nineteen Hundred Sixty-Six, in the English and 
French languages, both texts being equally authentic, in duplicate, one copy being deposited 
with the Government of Canada and the other with the Secretary-General of the Organisation. 
 
 
 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA: 
 
 
C. J. SMALL 
 
 
FOR THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT:  
 
 
Thorkil KRISTENSEN 
 
 
 
 


