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Slowing flows: Extending the use cycle,
enabling additional use cvcles at end-of-first-life
and minimizing impact at end-of-first-life

Narrowing flows: Changing
utilization patterns (e.g. new
business mndels}

Material Design and Distribution

Reduce
Replace ‘ Reuse
Remanufacture
Recycle/Industrial symbiosis
B Linear supply chain -~ Circular economy approaches

Creating loops:
Looping through
additional
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Domestic linear trade flows not included to aid clarity. Source: Adapted from OECD (2018), International Trade and the Transition to a Circular Economy, Policy i HOUSE
Highlights, RE-CIRCLE Project, https://www.oecd.org/environment/waste/policy-highlights-international-trade-and-the-transition-to-a-circular-economy.pdf.
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+ Reinforcing relationship
Global
North = Weakening relationship

Circular economy transitions
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Barrie, Jack, Anantharaman, Manisha et al. "The circularity divide: What is it? And how do we avoid it?." Resources, Conservation and Recycling (2022) g HOUSE
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Recyclers in Dharavi
Image credit: Jonny Miller, lensculture.com




Women in Informal Employment:
Globalizing and Organizing
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Hierarchical and oppressive relationships within society enable the
cheapening of waste labor: Gender, racialization and castefication
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IGOs (UNIDO, World Bank)
Business Coalitions
Start-ups, VC firms
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Informal waste:
workers in circular
economy
transitions:
between
dispossession and
exploitation?

Qualitative case-studies of market-based Circular
Economy partnerships reveal:

Informal workers and enterprises are disadvantaged due
to lack of credit and commercial finance, data, digital
tools and social respect

Market-based CE transition creates room for newer, well-
resourced players to enter the recycling and repair
industry, displacing or subordinating informal workers

Market opportunities splinter and stratify informal
workers, on ethno-racial and gendered lines
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Barford, A., Ahmad, S.R. A “Call for a Socially Restorative Circular Economy:
Waste Pickers in the Recycled Plastics Supply Chain.” Circular Economy and
Sustainability

A Seat at the Table

The Role of the Informal Recycling Sector
in Plastic Pollution Reduction, and
Recommended Policy Changes
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the living income of waste
workers in the context of
the Clobal Plastics Treaty
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DECENT WORK IN THE
CIRCULAR ECONOMY

An overview of the existing
evidence base
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In the foreground, a zero-waste leader talks to TV reporters about new recycling
infrastructures. In the background, two “included” waste pickers sort through waste.
Image by Author.
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