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Domestic linear trade flows not included to aid clarity. Source: Adapted from OECD (2018), International Trade and the Transition to a Circular Economy, Policy 
Highlights, RE-CIRCLE Project, https://www.oecd.org/environment/waste/policy-highlights-international-trade-and-the-transition-to-a-circular-economy.pdf.



Barrie, Jack, Anantharaman, Manisha et al. "The circularity divide: What is it? And how do we avoid it?." Resources, Conservation and Recycling (2022)



Recyclers in Dharavi
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Hierarchical and oppressive relationships within society enable the 
cheapening of waste labor: Gender, racialization and castefication 



                        
                  
                

                                  



Informal waste 
workers in circular 
economy 
transitions: 
between 
dispossession and 
exploitation?

Qualitative case-studies of market-based Circular 
Economy partnerships reveal: 

Informal workers and enterprises are disadvantaged due 
to lack of credit and commercial finance, data, digital 
tools and social respect

Market-based CE transition creates room for newer, well-
resourced players to enter the recycling and repair 
industry, displacing or subordinating informal workers

Market opportunities splinter and stratify informal 
workers, on ethno-racial and gendered lines
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In the foreground, a zero-waste leader talks to TV reporters about new recycling 

infrastructures. In the background, two “included” waste pickers sort through waste. 
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