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The 2006-2007 edition of OECD in Figures
contains key data ranging from economic
growth and employment to education and
migration. There are comparable tables on the
environment, science, public finances, and on
every theme the organisation is working on. For
added perspective, OECD in Figures includes a
selection of graphs, highlighting key challenges,
such as youth unemployment, climate change,
development aid to water and road crashes.

OECD in Figures is an original, simple to use,
pocket data book. It is a primary statistical
source. As with all OECD data, it is compiled
and checked by our experts, so that decision-
makers in government, research and business
know they can rely on it. Thanks to the web
edition, available via www.oecd.org/infigures,
OECD in Figures is now more than ever a
public gateway to one of the richest and most
respected economic, financial, social and
environmental databases around.
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Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development

The OECD is a unique forum where the governments of 30
democracies work together to address the economic, social
and environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is
also at the forefront of efforts to understand and to help
governments respond to new developments and concerns,
such as corporate governance, the information economy
and the challenges of an ageing population. The
Organisation provides a setting where governments can
compare policy experiences, seek answers to common
problems, identify good practice and work to co-ordinate
domestic and international policies.

The OECD member countries are: Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom
and the United States. The Commission of the European
Communities takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Publishing disseminates widely the results of the
Organisation’s statistics gathering and research on
economic, social and environmental issues, as well as the
conventions, guidelines and standards agreed by its
members.

This work is published on the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the
OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments employed herein do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the Organisation or of the
governments of its member countries.

Also available in French under the title:
L'OCDE en chiffres 2006
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76 GDP growth
Average annual real change, % 1995-2005
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Economic growth in the OECD area grew by an average of 2.6% per year, unchanged from the 10
years to 2004. The average outturn conceals a wide range. In one country, Ireland, real growth
exceeded 7%, and in seven other countries it reached over 4%. Another 18 countries saw growth
settling in the 2-4% range, but four countries posted growth of below 2%. Canada and the US
were the only G7 economies to grow faster than 3%, while Germany, Italy and Japan all
languished below 1.5%. Comparing the overall pattern to 2005 with the average recorded five
years earlier, the most marked improvements have been in the Czech Republic, Greece and
Hungary. By contrast, the Netherlands, where growth was above the OECD average in 1990-2000,
slipped back in the ten years to 2005, expanding by just 2.3% per year.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/270580830408



GDP per capita

USD, using current PPPs, 2005
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GDP per head rose throughout the OECD in 2005, to an average of $29,000 compared with
$28,500 in 2004. Luxembourg led the field again with nearly $68,000, followed by Norway
and the US. Luxembourg’s position is bolstered by its transborder working population,
notably in services, while Ireland’s strong fourth position reflects its large foreign sector
(see “GDP and GNI” at www.oecdobserver.org). Four G7 countries hover around the OECD
average, though with Italy slipping slightly below it. GDP per head exceeded $30,000 in 17
OECD countries, two more than in 2004, with France and Japan joining the list. In 2000, only
three countries—Luxembourg, the US and Switzerland—exceeded that amount. GDP per
head in 2005 was below $10,000 in just one country, Turkey.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/871827541433



Forecasting with leading indicators
January 1995-April 2006
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Economic forecasters generally have little difficulty following established trends - that a recovery
will continue, for instance. They may even warn about a turnaround in the business cycle, but
the actual timing of that turnaround is hard to anticipate. The OECD's composite leading
indicators (CLIs) serves as a guide for short-term forecasters looking six to nine months forward.
By examining forward-looking indicators like building permits, long-term interest rates and order
books, the OECD CLI reveals possible upcoming peaks or troughs in activity. The graph shows
these turning points and compares them with actual outturns; the match is close. Recent leading
indicators have been quite positive for the OECD as a whole, but point to possible near-term dips
in the US and Japan.

For more detail, consult www.oecd.org/statistics. For recent OECD forecasts, see
www.oecd.org/economics.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/864158465554



Foreign talent 79
Overqualification rates of the native-
and foreign-born populations in 21 OECD countries
%, 2003-2004
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Some workers will inevitably be in jobs for which they are overqualified, but the rate of
overqualification is higher among foreign-born populations. All countries want high-skilled
immigrants, but in Italy and Greece, for instance, where immigrant overqualification is
particularly high compared with native populations, workers are ready to accept unskilled
jobs in the hope of moving upwards later. Immigrant overqualification is also relatively high
in Norway and Sweden, though this reflects refugees rather than economic migrants. While
the native/foreign gap in overqualification rates is narrower in the UK and the US, these
countries have respectively the fifth and seventh highest overqualification rates for native-
born workers of the 21 countries in the graph.

See International Migration Outlook 2006, www.oecd.org/migration.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/800774067450



Older workers
Persons aged 55-64 in employment
as % of the population of same age group, 2005
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OECD countries must get more people into employment if they are to boost living standards and
maintain welfare services. That is the message from the OECD Jobs Strategy 2006. Some
population groups merit particular policy attention. For instance, only 65% of women of working
age are employed in the OECD, versus 87% of prime-age men. Meanwhile, premature retirement
and barriers to getting a job affect older people that wish to work. In several countries, including
Italy, less than a third of 55-64 year olds were in employment in 2005, compared with over 60%
in the US and Japan, and nearly 85% in Iceland. The Jobs Strategy sees four pillars to effective
employment policymaking: A: setting appropriate macroeconomic policy; B: removing
impediments to labour-market participation and job-search; C: tackling obstacles to labour
demand; D: facilitating the development of labour-force skills and competencies. See
www.oecd.org/employment

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/227130662774
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Youth unemployment
% of civilian labour force, 2005
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Reducing unemployment among 18-24 year olds is a major policy challenge in all OECD
countries. According to the 2006 OECD Employment Outlook , the situation of youth in the
labour market has not improved much over the past decade. Indeed, youth are far more

likely to be out of work than prime-age adults (25-54) in all OECD countries, with their
unemployment rate in many cases being twice as high. Poland recorded the highest youth
unemployment rate in 2005, at some 38%, as well as the highest overall jobless rate. The
lowest was in Mexico, which also had one of the lowest overall jobless figures.
Unemployment among young people was below 10% in just eight countries, and was over
10% even in countries like the US, the UK and Norway, where overall unemployment was

relatively low. See www.oecd.org/employment

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/468175655110
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82 Youth and traffic fatalities
OECD countries, 2004

Proportion of youth in the population

Proportion of youth in driver fatalities

Traffic crashes are the single greatest killer of 15-24 year-olds in OECD countries. These drivers
pose a greater risk than other drivers to themselves, their passengers and other road users. The
problem also imposes great social and economic costs on individuals, families and societies. In
the US alone, government estimates put crashes involving 15-20 year-old drivers at $40.8 billion
in 2002. Some 8,500 young drivers of passenger vehicles were killed in OECD countries in 2004.
Death rates for 18-24 year-old drivers are more than double those of older drivers. Moreover,
death rates for young men are consistently higher than those of young women, often by a factor
of three. In other words, even where overall road safety is improving, young driver risk is not.
See European Conference of Transport Ministers at www.oecd.org/ecmt

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/264570413158



Healthcare spending 83

Public and private spending, per capita, 2004
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Healthcare spending has grown faster than GDP in every OECD country except Finland
between 1990 and 2004. It accounted for 7% of GDP on average across OECD countries in
1990 but reached 8.9% in 2004. Spending is projected to increase as a share of GDP due to
costly new medical technologies and population ageing. The public share of health
spending—73% on average in 2004-has fallen in some countries, but has risen in others.
This includes the US-40% to 45% in 1990-2004-where, despite a dominant private sector,
US public spending per capita in health remains higher than in most other OECD countries.
See OECD Health Data 2006, www.oecd.org/health

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/216163052084



Water aid
Trends in aid to water supply and sanitation,
1973-2005, 5-year moving averages
(constant 2004 prices)
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The upward trend in development aid to water supply and sanitation since the 1990s was
interrupted in 2005 as commitments in bilateral official development assistance (ODA) fell to
$2.2 billion, compared with $3 billion in 2004. The fall may reflect earlier specific rises, for
instance, to meet rebuilding needs in Iraq. Development aid from multilateral agencies has
continued to rise, with commitments for water supply and sanitation reaching $1.8 billion in
2004. Meeting the Millennium Development Goals on water by 2015 remains a challenge. There
is little sign that donors are stepping up their efforts for water compared with other sectors.
Moreover, in the water sector, most aid is for infrastructure. This means long lead-times, which
any MDG strategy on water must take into account.

See www.oecd.org/devel

and www.oecdobserver.org/water

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/368075410254



Broadband expansion 85
Subscribers per 100 inhabitants, 2001-2005

Iceland I ]

Korea \ ) |

Netherlands [T~ [ R
I

Denmark

Switzerland | [ [ I
Finland [ [ oo I
Norway | [ [

Canada \ \ |

Sweden

Belgium

[

T .
Japan [

e

[ I

T

United States
United Kingdom
France
Luxembourg [T I
Austria [ [ [
Australia [ [T
OECD total :I:—
Germany | [ [T

Italy [T

Spain [T I

Portugal | [ [ I
New Zealand | [ [ RN
Ireland [N
Czech Republic i |
Hungary ([0
Slovak Republic [l |
Poland [l !
Mexico :
Turkey F |
I
I}

Greece

o
e}

10 15 20 25

Despite the dot.com crash of 2001, growth in broadband has been strong. Indeed, the
number of broadband Internet connections in OECD countries has risen from an average of
2.91in 2001 to 13.6 subscribers per 100 inhabitants in December 2005. Total connections
rose in 2005, from 136 million in June to 158 million by December. Roughly a third of those
subscribers are in the US. However, while broadband penetration there is above average, at
16.8 subscribers per 100 inhabitants, it is far lower than in Iceland, which has 26.7, Korea,
the Netherlands and Denmark, each with over 25. Although Korea had by far the highest
broadband penetration in 2001, the strongest recent subscriber increases were in Iceland,
Finland, Norway, the Netherlands and Australia.

Order OECD Information Technology Outlook 2006 on www.oecdbookshop.org and visit
www.oecd.org/sti

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/136634674025



Emissions rise
World CO, emissions from energy use, by region
Million tonnes
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Although natural phenomena such as volcanic eruptions or warm ocean currents, or even the
earth’s tilt, might all contribute to global warming, carbon dioxide (CO,) generated by human
activity—from running homes and factories to flying planes and mowing lawns-is accepted as a
major culprit. Measurements show the concentration of CO, in the atmosphere has risen nearly
20% over the past 45 years (see www.oecdobserver.org). Despite local cold spells, five of the
hottest years on record have all occurred in the past seven years, according to the World
Meteorological Organization. Meanwhile, most of the CO, emissions come from the OECD area,
with 12,794 million tonnes in 2003. However, emissions from non-OECD countries are rising.
Since 1985 China’s level has more than doubled, with a rise of 2,009 million tonnes, compared
with a rise of 2,369 Mt for the OECD area. See OECD Factbook 2006 at
www.sourceOECD.org/factbook

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/680124755435



Uranium and crude oil prices
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The price of oil rose sharply in 2005, for several reasons: turbulence in the Middle East, bad
weather affecting output in the Gulf of Mexico, higher Asian demand, market jitters, and so
forth. The rise has stimulated renewed interest in nuclear energy for power generation,
with Finland for instance going ahead with building new capacity. Today, nuclear energy
accounts for some 17% of electricity output worldwide, and 23% in OECD countries.
However, the price of uranium has also been rising. This is a concern, even if for now it
accounts for a small proportion of the final retail price. Questions about the supply of
uranium have also stirred debate, though the OECD’s Nuclear Energy Agency is confident
that reserves are secure and plentiful for some time to come.

See www.nea.fr.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/176363811321
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Pension funds in the economy

As % of GDP, 2005
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Private pension assets, accumulated within occupational and personal pension plans,

amounted to $17.9 trillion in the OECD area in 2005. The weighted ratio of assets to GDP was
87.6%. This continued the recovery since the downturn in equity markets in 2001-2002; then,
the ratio of assets to GDP had dropped by 12.9 percentage points, but rose as markets
recovered. The three largest pension markets were in the US, the UK and Japan, with private
pension assets equivalent to $12.3 trillion, $1.5 trillion and $0.9 trillion, respectively; the
corresponding ratio of assets to GDP was 98.9%, 70.1% and 18.8%.

StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/'10.1787/406280372361



General notes !
Cut-off date

Cut-off date for the data: July 2006.

StatLink

The OECD’s award-winning StatLink delivers Excel spreadsheets of the data
underlying the tables in this book. Beside each StatLink logo you will find a
link or code to the corresponding spreadsheet. The OECD’s StatLink uses
Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs). To download a spreadsheet, either simply
go to the OECD in Figures online and click the appropriate link, or type it
into your Internet browser. For instance, for background data on GDP, use
StatLink: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/864662528136. For more information,
visit www.oecd.org/statistics/statlink.

The online version of OECD in Figures contains additional information,
including footnotes for some items.

Totals and averages

o OECD total refers to the OECD countries as a whole.

e OECD average is the unweighted, arithmetic average of OECD countries
shown in the table.

o EU refers to EU25 unless otherwise specified.

e EU15 refers to the 15 EU member countries prior to May 2004.

Notes and abbreviations

.. Not available or not applicable.
- Nil or negligible.

+ Growth of more than 500%
Data from earlier years

Data are for the year specified or for the latest available year. In the latter
case, the data are followed by a number, corresponding to the number of
years of difference from the indicated year. For instance, -1 means that the
data are one year older than the other figures in the column.

For further information

Please consult the source publication specified at the bottom of each table.
Sources of graphs are available on the online edition.

All OECD publications are available at www.sourceOECD.org, the OECD
online library. All OECD books can be purchased on
www.oecdbookshop.org.



Glossary of terms used in OECD in Figures

DAC OECD Development Assistance Committee.
EPO European Patents Office.

GDP Gross domestic product. The standard measure of the incomes generated
from productive activity in a country.

GNI Gross national income. GNI = GDP + net receipts of wages, salaries and
property income from abroad.

ISCED International standard classification of education. A system designed by
UNESCO to ensure comparability of education statistics. ISCED classifies various
education programmes by their level of education (primary, secondary,
tertiary...) and field of education (general programmes, humanities and arts,
science...).

LDC Least developed countries, group of 50 countries established by the United
Nations. To be classified as an LDC, countries must fall below thresholds
established for income, economic diversification and social development.

Mtoe Million of tonnes of oil equivalent. This is defined as 10" kilocalories. This
quantity of energy is, within a few per cent, equivalent to the net heat content of
1 million tonnes of crude oil.

NGO Non-governmental organisation.

ODA Official development assistance. Government aid to developing countries
designed to promote economic development and welfare. ODA can be bilateral
(from one country to another) or multilateral (via agencies such as the UN or the
World Bank).

PPP Purchasing power parities (PPPs) are the currency conversion which
eliminates the differences in price levels between countries. They are used to
compare the volume of GDP in different countries. PPPs are obtained by
evaluating the costs of a basket of goods and services between countries for all
components of GDP; PPPs are given in national currency units per US dollar (in
euro per US dollar for euro area countries).

SNA The Systems of National Accounts includes definitions that ensure
international comparability of national accounts aggregates such as GDP.

TWh Terawatt hours.
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This book has...

StatLinks

A service that delivers Excel™
files from the printed page!

Look for the StatLinks at the bottom right-hand corner of
the tables or graphs in this book. To download the matching
Excel™ spreadsheet, just type the link into your Internet
browser, starting with the http://dx.doi.org prefix. If you're
reading the PDF e-book edition, and your PC is connected
to the Internet, simply click on the link.

You'll find StatLinks appearing in more OECD books.
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