


0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Environmental awareness and optimism
OECD average

% students

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
TA

L
A

W
A

R
E

N
E

S
S

The consequences of clearing forests for other land use

The increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere

Nuclear waste

The use of genetically modified organisms

Air pollution

Clearing of forests for other land use

Extinction of plants and animals

Water shortages

Nuclear waste

S
tu

d
en

ts
 w

ho
 k

no
w

 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 o
r 

ar
e 

fa
m

ili
ar

 
w

ith
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l i
ss

ue
s 

an
d

 
ar

e 
ab

le
 t

o 
ex

p
la

in
 t

he
m

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
TA

L
O

P
T

IM
IS

M

S
tu

d
en

ts
 w

ho
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l 

is
su

es
 w

ill
 g

et
 b

et
te

r 
ov

er
 

th
e 

ne
xt

 2
0 

ye
ar

s

2006 2015



Change between 2006 and 2015 in environmental awareness and optimism

Change between 2006 and 2015 in the...

Index of environmental awareness
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Students with a greater awareness of the following environmental problems 
more likely to think that they will get better over the next 20 years

Students reported that they are knowledgeable about and can explain 
the following environmental issues¹

Students with a greater awareness of the following environmental problems 
more likely to think that they will get worse over the next 20 years

The increase of
greenhouse gases
in the atmosphere

The use of 
genetically modi�ed 

organisms

Extinction of 
plants and 

animals

Nuclear wasteWater shortage Air pollution

Are environmentally aware students more pessimistic about the future of the earth?
OECD average
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Who are the environmentally aware and optimistic students?
Correlations at the student level, OECD average
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