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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Many policy areas outside of development co-operation affect developing countries.

These include trade, business regulation, environment, climate, migration,
tax and finance, and security.

‘ Incoherent policies impede development, waste resources and
undermine development co-operation efforts.

t Coherent policies support development, create synergies with
investments and strengthen development co-operation efforts.
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BASIC STANDARDS

Policy coherence for development requires that governments take into account the objectives of development

co-operation in domestic policies, in areas likely to affect developing countries. Policy coherence for development

is one dimension of policy coherence for sustainable development.

To advance policy coherence for development governments need to put in place
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Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 17 refers to the need for cross sector and cross country collaboration. Many

binding and non-binding international frameworks also set out objectives and concrete measures on the need to
adapt national policies, including on climate, arms trade, international public health, biological diversity, international

finance and migration.

Section |.2 of the OECD DAC Peer Review Analytical Framework sets out the expectations of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC)

on policy coherence for sustainable development.



https://www.oecd.org/gov/pcsd/oecd-recommendation-on-policy-coherence-for-sustainable-development.htm
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal17#targets_and_indicators
https://www.oecd.org/dac/peer-reviews/Analytical-framework.pdf

GOOD PRACTICES '

Strategic vision

Governments develop a strategic long-term vision where policies and laws demonstrate a clear
commitment to enhancing policy coherence for development. Action plans are developed,
outlining priority policy objectives for coherence, accountability and how success will be
measured.

» Luxembourg’s third sustainable development plan makes poverty eradication and the
coherence of domestic policies for development abroad one of its ten priority actions.

 ltaly has a legal commitment to make “an utmost effort to guarantee that its policies, even
when not directly linked to development co-operation, be consistent with the purposes” of the
development co-operation law.

» The Netherlands has submitted to parliament an action plan for policy coherence for
development. For priority policy areas, the government identifies objectives and actions to
support coherence across sectors.



https://environnement.public.lu/dam-assets/documents/developpement-durable/PNDD.pdf
https://www.aics.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/LEGGE_11_agosto_2014_n__125_ENG.pdf
https://www.government.nl/documents/parliamentary-documents/2018/07/13/revised-action-plan-and-annual-progress-review-on-policy-coherence-for-development

GOOD PRACTICES '

Q@ Mechanisms for co-ordination and consultation

Ministries have the mandate, capacity and resources to assess and address coherence issues.
Mechanisms enable discussing action on priority issues, across government and with subnational
and domestic stakeholders, with developing countries and in multilateral fora.

Sweden requires all minisiries to develop action plans on their global contributions to the SDGs.

Evaluations from the EU and Norway recommend that all parts of government take
responsibility for global sustainable development.

Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands established multi-stakeholder platforms to discuss

actions for more coherent policies and responsible business conduct in global value chains.

DAC members have contributed to multilateral agreements for more coherent policies, e.g. on
climate change mitigation, arms trade and taxation to avoid base erosion and profit shifting.



https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-sweden-2019_9f83244b-en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/policy-coherence-development_en
https://norad.no/en/toolspublications/publications/2018/evaluation-of-norwegian-efforts-to-ensure-policy-coherence-for-development/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/026f1aad-en/1/3/2/1/index.html?itemId=/content/publication/026f1aad-en&_csp_=b1d0938627e49a1b624f1efedd3aa986&itemIGO=oecd&itemContentType=book#section-d1e982
https://www.textilbuendnis.com/en/portrait-textilbuendnis/
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-the-netherlands-2017_9789264278363-en#page27

GOOD PRACTICES '

Tools to assess, monitor, report and evaluate

Governments use tools to systematically assess, monitor, report and evaluate the coherence of
legislation and policies, and their impact on developing countries.

« The EU requires that all proposed regulation undergoes an impact assessment. For the effects
on developing countries, it has developed specific quidance, but the practice still needs to
expand.

« The Netherlands and Sweden report actions and progress to Parliament. Finland and
Switzerland collate indicators on global responsibility for SDG reporting.

« The EU, Norway and Sweden (see also this report) have evaluated their efforts to ensure
greater policy coherence, with recommendations on how to further improve. The EU evaluated
its system of frade preferences; the Netherlands evaluated action on responsible business
conduct.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/better-regulation-toolbox-34_en
https://www.government.nl/documents/parliamentary-documents/2018/07/13/revised-action-plan-and-annual-progress-review-on-policy-coherence-for-development
https://www.government.se/4ab8e7/contentassets/338057ee724641cda2e54840688d3e21/pgu_skrivelse_engelska_slutgiltig_181011_nyttomslag-002.pdf
https://kestavakehitys.fi/en/global-responsibility-and-policy-coherence
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/en/home/statistics/sustainable-development/monet-2030/spillover-responsibilities.html
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/policy-coherence-development_en
https://norad.no/en/toolspublications/publications/2018/evaluation-of-norwegian-efforts-to-ensure-policy-coherence-for-development/
https://www.statskontoret.se/In-English/publications/2014---summaries-of-publications/swedens-policy-for-global-development.-the-governments-joint-responsibility-20141/
https://eba.se/en/rapporter/sustaining-a-development-policy-results-and-responsibility-for-the-swedish-policy-for-global-development/4505/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/august/tradoc_157270.pdf
https://english.iob-evaluatie.nl/publications/evaluations/2019/09/01/433-%E2%80%93-iob-%E2%80%93-evaluation-of-the-dutch-governments-policy-on-international-responsible-business-conduct-2012-2018-%E2%80%93-mind-the-governance-gap-map-the-chain

> Priority issues are identified

Governments identify priorities for policy coherence engagement and develop tools for
monitoring and assessing the impact of policies, both nationally and on developing countries.

> Engagement with subnational entities and stakeholders is proactive

Consultations are informed by evidence, pros and cons considered, solutions proposed and
stakeholders mobilised to support policy coherence.

P> Policies and processes are adjusted leading to greater coherence

Policies are informed by stakeholder discussions, reflect the impact on developing countries
while continuing to uphold sustainable development commitments at a national level.




The OECD Recommendation on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development is accompanied by a toolkit,

country profiles, and reqular reports.

The Centre for Global Development (CGD) produces an annual Commitment to Development Index.

The SDSN Sustainable Development Report publishes information on “policy spillovers.”

Find relevant evaluations via the DAC Evaluation Resource Centre (DEReC).

Relevant topics in this series

Global education and awareness raising builds public support for coherent policies.
Multilateral partnerships help to create a level playing field and facilitate follow-up.
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https://www.oecd.org/gov/pcsd/oecd-recommendation-on-policy-coherence-for-sustainable-development.htm
https://www.oecd.org/gov/pcsd/
https://www.cgdev.org/cdi#/
https://sdgindex.org/
https://www.oecd.org/derec/?hf=5&b=5&q=Policy+coherence&s=score

DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION
FUNDAMENTALS

This series unpacks development co-operation standards and illustrates
how DAC members are applying them. Applying standards can help all
actors to fulfil their ambitions and commitments.

Each Fundamentals document introduces a key aspect of effective
co-operation, sets out basic standards, offers good practice examples,
and identifies relevant resources.

Other topics in this series, which is being expanded and updated regularly,
can be found . For any comments contact

@» OECD Development Co-operation TIPs - Tools Insights Practices



https://www.oecd.org/development-cooperation-learning#fundamentals
mailto:DCD.TIPs@oecd.org

